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Dr. Arvind Kumar Singh Ji

Chief Executive Officer
Livestock Development Board
Uttar Pradesh Lucknow-226007

Subject: Proposed for online webinar regarding awareness on vulture conservation in Uttar Pradesh

Respected Sir

I am writing this letter to inform you about the conservation of three critical endangered species of vulture in Uttar
Pradesh. 99 percent of the population of the three species which are endemic within UP viz. White-backed vulture,
Long-billed and the Slender-billed vulture are now on the verge of extinction. According to international and national
scientific analysis the reason for the decline is veterinary use of non steroidal anti-inflammatory drug (NSAID)
diclofenac . This was found to be the most important cause for this catastrophic collapse of these three species.

The vultures get exposed to diclofenac when they feed on the carcass of an animal that was treated with the drug within
72 hours before its death. The drug is extremely toxic to vultures at a low concentration of 0.2 mg/kg, affecting their
kidneys, and the vultures die due to visceral gout. Apart from diclofenac, drugs such as aceclofenac, ketoprofen, and
nimesulide have also been identified as potentially toxic to vultures. Aceclofenac is particularly dangerous, as 75% of the
drug gets converted to diclofenac within 2 hours of its administration in the animal.

The veterinary use of the diclofenac has been banned by the Government of India in 2006 vide the letter of Drug
Controller General of India.To prevent the misuse of multidose vials the human formulations of the drug, the packaging
size of injectable diclofenac was restricted to a maximum of 3 ml Government of India in July 2015.However, due to the
lack of awareness in this regard, human formulations of diclofenac are still being used for cattle treatment, resulting in a
continued risk to the remnant vulture population. Moreover, the unregulated use of drugs such as aceclofenac,
ketoprofen, and nimesulide in cattle treatment also poses a threat to vultures. e

——

In this regard, we would like to conduct awareness programmes among the field staff of your department in the districts
pilibhit, Bahraich, Balrampur, Lakhimpur, Gonda, Shravasti, Shahjahanpur, Sitapur, Hardoi, Bareilly, Barabanki,
Faizabad, SantKabirNagar, Maharajganj, Kushinagar, Gorakhpur, and Basti. Keeping in mind the ongoing COVID
situation, the programmes will be conducted by the online mode. Therefore, we would be grateful if you could kindly
issue a letter to the concerned officers/ In-charge of the above districts regarding the proposed online awareness
programmes. We would then get in touch with them to schedule and conduct these programmes.

I look forward to receiving a positive response from you in the near future and please do not hesitate to contact me for

any further information. ‘/

Thanking you Yours sincerel
&3

UP- V. € Conservation Team
Ms. Alka Dubey

Mr. Hemant Bajpai

Email: alkabioinfo964@gmail.com,

Mo: 07275097443,7651940943

Head office communications: 6 )XO Oj’
Dr. Vibhu Prakash Mathur q\ &};\
Bombay Natural History Society 9‘

Vulture Conservation Programme @

Hornbill House,Dr.Salim Ali Chowk

Shaheed Bhagat Singh Road

Mumbai-400 -001
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